THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

he said: 'Ye may all prophesy . . . covet to prophesy,
and forbid not to speak with tongues'), and soon you
will learn what wonders liberty will achieve when freed
from coercion!"

The facts have been examined, the questions answered.
Now Sebastian Castellio sums up and passes judgment
in the name of outraged humanity. History has endorsed
this judgment. A man named Miguel Servetus, searcher
after God, "un etudiant de la Sainte Escripture" has been
slain. Calvin is indicted, having been the instigator of
the trial, and the Town Council of Geneva is charged
with the actual commission of the crime. A spiritual
rehearing of a case has shown that both the aforesaid
authorities, the ecclesiastical and the secular, exceeded
their jurisdiction. The Town Council "has no warrant
for passing judgment upon a spiritual offence." Still
more guilty is Calvin, who thrust this responsibility upon
the municipal authorities. "Influenced by your testi-
mony and by that of your accomplices, the Town Council
put a man to death. But the Town Council was as incom-
petent to act or to distinguish in such a matter as a blind
man is to distinguish colours." Calvin is guilty twice
over, guilty both of instigating and of executing the
abominable deed. No matter what were the motives
which led him to thrust the unhappy Servetus into the
flames, his action was monstrous. "You had Servetus
executed, either because he thought what he said, or
because, in accordance with his inward conviction, he
said what he thought. If you slew him because he gave
expression to his inward conviction, you killed him for
speaking the truth, for even if what a man utters be
erroneous, yet it is true if he only utters what he believes
to be true. If, on the other hand, you had him put to
death simply because his views were erroneous, then it
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